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with each twenty-acre tract. It was agreed that the cost
of the land at the time of purchase, together with advances
made for any other purpose, should be repaid by the colonists
without interest, within ten years. Should any person
abandon or refuse to accept his tract, the next Swiss emi-
grant settler-might take it. Only a few of these tracts were
abandoned, and all were paid for before the ten years had ex-
pired.

It is proper to record a secession on a small scale.
Small as the canton of Glarus is, ranges of lofty mountains
divide it into two natural divisions, the Great and Little
valleys. Each of these valleys, and in fact almost every
village, has some peculiarity of language and customs, and
the inhabitants of each section cherish a strong clannish
feeling and affection for their own people. This clannish
spirit, born in the valleys of the fatherland, showed itself
from the start, in spite of their common interest in the pres-
ent venture. Kach group of colonists preferred to associate
with their own valley people. This feeling was particularly
strong among the Little-valley folk, perhaps because of the
secluded location of their old home. About one-fourth of
the settlers were from the Little-valley. Some matters of
disagreement, trifling in themselves, caused a division, and
this led to the secession of about twenty-five of these per-
sons. A few weeks after their arrival, they erected a sepa-
rate shelter for themselves on the east bank of the stream,
about eighty rods from the main habitation, and close to the
present bridge. But in the spring they rejoined the main
body. Several of these same families, after a year or two,
abandoned the colony altogether, and removed to larger
tracts of land in the towns of Mt. Pleasant and Sylvester,
some twelve miles distant, where there is now a prosperous
and large settlement, mainly of Little-valley people. The
younger portion of the community have, however, out-
grown the old clannish distrust, and the two groups have
become, throughintermarriage and other social ties, united
and harmonious.

After the allotment of the land had been made, each col-
onist began to clear and plow his tract, in which labor the



